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| PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD

MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH UPDATE

The Archdiocesan Pro-Life Stations of the Cross
concludes online at 7:45pm on Tuesday 12 April and
will feature a reflection from Mgr Gerry Hand of Holy
Cross Parish in Edinburgh.
Pray with Clergy and Parishioners for mothers,
unborn children and all pro-life intentions.
Register at bit.ly/prolifeevents (30 min event).

Want to explore Holy Week more closely? Check out the
two videos from Canon Hugh White, of Bathgate, which
take an in-depth look at this important time in the
Church’s calendar to help us focus in mind and heart on
the Passion of Christ. Find them on the YouTube channel
of the Archdiocese: bit.ly/ArchYouTube

Fr. Martin and Fr. Irvin
will be available for Confessions on Holy Tuesday
(after Mid-day Mass) and at 10AM-11AM on Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday (after the
Morning Prayers).

GIFT AID ENVELOPES:

01 May, 2022 St. Mary & St. David’s, Hawick
08 May, 2022 St Margaret’s, Dunfermline
15 May, 2022 St Machan’s, Lennoxtown
22 May, 2022 St Mary’s, Bathgate & St Joseph’s, Broomhouse
29 May, 2022 St David’s, Dalkeith
05 June, 2022 St Margaret’s, South Queensferry
12 June, 2022 The Most Holy Trinity, West Fife and
St Matthew’s, Rosewell

A full Parish schedule for the 40 Hours’ Devotion is
at bit.ly/40hoursschedule

From Wednesday, 27th April, if you have or look
after wee one’s and you could do with a wee bit of
“Adult Chat” please feel free to come along on
Wednesday mornings where you can meet others,
have a cuppa and the wee ones can get used
being with and playing with other children.

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA
Join Archbishop Cushley to pray the Rosary for unborn children,
their mothers and all pro-life intentions at 10am on Saturday
23 April at Sacred Heart Church, 26 Lauriston Street, Edinburgh.
This event precedes Scotland's national Pro-Life Chain
which takes place on nearby Lothian Road at 11am.

Tickets in aid of the Parish will be on Sale at the back
of the Church from 02 April 2022 to the 10 April, 2022.
Last chance to buy your Raffle Tickets will be
this weekend.
Your support is very much appreciated. A list of prizes
will be available. Thank you for your love.

Donations of Flowers
would be greatly appreciated.
If you would like to donate, please bring them
long on Good Friday 3PM Service.
Thank You. God bless you!

RETREAT for WOMEN WEEKEND: Embracing Trust with a Woman’s Heart

MAMI (BLUE) BOXES:

SCIAF:

We are delighted that after a two-year gap, the Oblate pilgrimage to Lourdes is
taking place this year. Application forms are available from the parish office.
The dates are September 16-23rd , 7 nights. We have direct flights from
Edinburgh to Toulouse. Further information is in the application form.
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Veils over sacred images keep our minds on the
promise of Easter.
It seems strange that during the most sacred
time of year Catholics cover everything that is
beautiful in their churches, even the
crucifix. Should not we be looking at the painful
scene at Calvary while we listen to the Passion
narrative on Palm Sunday?

Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the
words being said at Mass. When we listen to
the Passion narrative, our senses are allowed to
focus on the striking words from the Gospel and
truly enter into the scene.

Third, the Church uses veils to produce a
heightened sense of anticipation for Easter
Sunday. This is further actualized when you
attend daily Mass and see the veils each day.
You don’t want them to be there because they
Veiling of statues and images
are hiding some very beautiful images. And
While it may appear counterintuitive to veil
therein lies the whole point: the veils are not
statues and images during the final weeks of
meant to be there forever. The images need to
Lent, the Catholic Church recommends this
unveiled; it is unnatural for them to be
practice to heighten our senses and build within be
covered.
us a longing for Easter Sunday. It is a tradition
that should not only be carried out in our local
The unveiling before the Easter Vigil is a great
parish, but can also be a fruitful activity for the
reminder of our own life on earth. We live in a
“domestic church” to practice.
“veiled” world, in exile from our true home. It is
The rubrics can guide us. In the Roman Missal we only through our own death that the veil is lifted
and we are finally able to see the beauty of
find the instruction, “the practice of covering
crosses and images throughout the church from everything in our lives.
[the fifth] Sunday [of Lent] may be observed.
Crosses remain covered until the end of the
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday,
but images remain covered until the beginning of
the Easter Vigil.”
Why cover up something beautiful?
But why go through such lengths to cover up
images that are designed to raise our hearts and
minds toward heaven?
First of all, we use veils to alert us of the
special time that we are in. When we walk into
church and notice everything is covered, we
immediately know that something is different.
These last two weeks of Lent are meant to be a
time of immediate preparation for the Sacred
Triduum and these veils are a forceful reminder
to get ready.

