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M A S S   I N T E N T I O N S

 

“You Shall Be My Witnesses” (Acts 1:8)  
 

World Mission Sunday is the     
Holy Father’s annual appeal for 

spiritual and financial support so 
that the life-giving work of     

overseas mission and                 
missionaries can continue. 



PARISH UPDATE 

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS  —                    
NOVEMBER LIST  

Weekend 29/30th OCTOBER 
 

This will be Fr. Irvin’s last weekend Masses with us     
before he moves to pastures new. 

 
For those who normally attend on Saturday evening, you 

are invited to join him in the Parish Centre for a short 
farewell and cuppa after the Vigil Mass. 

 
Alternatively, if you normally attend on Sunday      

morning, there will be an opportunity to join him           
for a cuppa after Mass to say farewell. 



ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA 

Andrew Smith,  
Bernard Lennon,  
Philip McCran,  

Mary Ann Collins,  
Marna Politi,  

Bridget Cairnie,  
Joseph Murphy,  

Margaret McBrierty,  
Mary McEnemy,  

Janet Gordon,  
Jean McMahon, 
 Rossie Colley,  

Stanislawa Krakowiak,  
John Neil,  

William Clarke,  
Mary (Bernie) Berkery,  

Peter O’Flaherty,  
Thomas McKay, 

Elizabeth Jackson, 
Donna McCreadie, 
Marion McGregor, 
Margaret Rostek, 
Charles Lobban 

ANNUAL MASS FOR 
THE DECEASED

Special talk on family life: Professor Stephan Kampowski is a world renowned expert on marriage and 
the family in a Catholic context. He is visiting the Archdiocese from Rome next month to give a series 

of talks and will speak at the Gillis Centre, 100 Strathearn Road, Edinburgh, at 11am on                             
Saturday 5 November. Register for this event at: bit.ly/ourfamilytalks   

The annual Divine Mercy Conference takes place at              
St Augustine’s, Dundyvan Road, Coatbridge, ML5 1DQ, on Saturday 29 

October from 9am-6pm. Register online at www.divinemercy.scot/

                                                                                                                             

30 October, St Joseph’s, Burntisland                   
and St Albert’s, Edinburgh                                   

06 November, Our Lady and                                     
St Bernadette, Larbert                                          

13 November, St Barbara’s, Whitburn              
20 November, The Sacred Heart, Grangemouth                                                             

A full Parish schedule for the 40 Hours’  Devotion is 
at  bit.ly/40hoursschedule

Archbishop Cushley will offer Holy Mass for the repose of all the faithful departed who 
have died in the Archdiocese in the last year, especially those buried at Mount Vernon Cemetery.  This will 

take place at 10am on Wednesday 2 November (All Souls' Day)  in the Mount Vernon Cemetery Chapel.  

We are happy to announce that our first St Andrew’s Night since 2019 will take place           
on Saturday 26th November.   

Please come along, enjoy Quiz Highland Dancing, Haggis, Neeps & Tatties,                          
Homemade Shortbread and support your Parish. 

Tickets priced £10 are on sale from Social Group after Mass                                                    
or Contact Kathy on 0131 554 2482. Raffle prizes greatly appreciated. 

mailto:margaret_andow@outlook.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-talks-with-professor-kampowski-tickets-440826924197?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
http://www.divinemercy.scot/conference2022
https://archedinburgh.org/schedule-for-the-40-hours-devotion/


Jesus told his followers: “Be in the world, but not of the 
world.” Lately, as a church, we haven’t fared too badly in 
doing that. Since Vatican II we have, more and more, been 
in the world and, to some extent at least, we have managed 
to give it a challenge. Where we have failed more is that we 
have not been enough for the world. 
 
Simply put, we do not love the world enough and it is for 
this reason, perhaps more than for any other, that the 
world is not interested in our challenge. Christ said: “My 
flesh is food for the life of the world.” The church exists for 
the world. Its life must be for the world and its love must be 
for the world. Today, in virtually all church circles, liberal 
and conservative alike, there is too little real love for the 
world and the church life that is generated is essentially 
food for the life of our own circles and not food for the life 
of the world. 
 
Looking at what emanates out of conservative circles, one is 
at loss to find much love for the world. Too often, in con-
servative eyes, the world is a huge cesspool of sexual      
immorality. The conservative looks at the world’s sufferings 
here – the outbreak of AIDS and the omnipresence of so 
much pain because of sexual irresponsibility and fractured 
relationships- and there is a certain glee, which is some-
times not even disguised, that this bad, disobedient world is 
getting what it deserves. The rhetoric of compassion is 
there (and sometimes even that is not there) but real com-
passion is not: “The world is getting what it deserves and 
we, who have stayed on the straight and narrow, are vindi-
cated!” 
 
But liberal circles do not exactly radiate real love for the 
world either, despite their claim that they are the great de-
fenders of the suffering. Where the conservative sees a 
great cesspool of sexual immorality the liberal sees an 
enormous cesspool of Yuppie values and bourgeois selfish-
ness. The liberal looks at the world’s sufferings here – the 
disarray of capitalism and the incapacity of Western govern-
ments to do much about it – and there is the same barely 
disguised glee that this bad, capitalistic world is getting its 
just desserts. Like their conservative counterparts, liberals 
use a certain rhetoric of compassion, but not enough peo-
ple in the world feel loved by them – especially if those peo-
ple are conservative in their economics, sexual values, or in 
most anything else. 
 
There is a famous story, more myth than fact perhaps, told 
about a former mayor of New York city: Everyone is familiar 
with the seemingly insoluble problems that confront New 
York City – its ghettos, its rate of crime, its congestion, its 
debt, its traffic, among other things. Well, this story has it 
that one Friday afternoon, just at rush hour, its mayor (and 

this story is told about Mayor Lindsey) was up in a helicopter 
with some of his councillors. He looked down at all the 
noise, the congestion, and the seeming chaos of it all and, 
tongue in cheek, remarked: “Wouldn’t it be nice if there was 
a plunger and we could just flush this all into the ocean!” 
 
He was joking, of course, but there is something in our atti-
tude towards the world that is caught by that remark. Too 
often, in truth, that is how we feel. Be it ever so subtle, there 
is something inside of us, liberal and conservative alike, that 
wants to say: “Won’t it be nice if we could flush this all (or at 
least the parts we don’t like) down the toilet!” 
 
How contrary to the attitude of Christ! He looked at Jerusa-
lem, at its chaos, at its hopelessness, at those very parts that 
opposed him and his mission, and he began to cry over it, 
tenderly empathizing with it because could not recognize 
salvation. His was not the glee of the one whose truth has 
been rejected and who now stands vindicated because 
those who rejected it have fallen flat on their faces – “There! 
Now you know! You should have listened to me!” Rather his 
was the pain of the loving mother who sees her family falling 
apart and who then lays herself out – body, heart, soul, 
mind, life, everything – so that the family might come back 
together. Christ was for the world in that sense and we 
should be most careful when we mandate ourselves in his 
name to be “counter-cultural”. 
 
The world is not listening to us. To my mind, the main      
reason is because it does not feel loved by us. It does not 
sense that our life and our love are food that we want to 
offer to it. Instead it feels itself judged by us and it senses 
our glee when it falls flat on its face. It is time that we all 
spent a night or two on a hill overlooking the city we live in – 
weeping tears of love for those who are not interested in 
our message. 

BEING FOR THE WORLD -Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, OMI 


